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We need your help.
Become a monthly donor – As little as $10 a month 
can help make a difference to the lives of millions of 
Australians affected by lung disease. Your regular 
donation will help us provide ongoing support,  
education, resources and advocacy on behalf of those 
living with lung disease and their families. Please call 
1800 654 301 or visit www.lungfoundation.com.au  
to set up your monthly donation.



Lung Foundation Australia is the only national charity dedicated to supporting anyone with  
a lung disease. We are a national first point-of-call for patients, their families, carers, health 
professionals and the general community.
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 promoting the importance of lung health

 promoting early diagnosis of lung disease

  supporting those with lung disease, 
their families and carers

who we are

We rely on donations, membership, bequests, grants, business and industry support. 
people’s generous gifts mean we can continue to deliver these important services  
for all in Australia.

We ensure lung health is a priority for all in Australia by:
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foreword

  Investing in advocacy – through the media, direct 
advocacy, letter writing campaigns and submissions, the 
Lung Foundation took every opportunity to speak up on 
behalf of our patient population. We continue to advocate 
for wider access to pulmonary rehabilitation through the 
Medical Benefits schedule (MBs). our application is  
at the evaluation stage where the department of health 
assesses the clinical evidence and the economic benefit  
of the proposed intervention. We are hopeful that, if the 
government is serious about reforming MBs to reflect an 
evidence-base, our pulmonary rehabilitation application 
will be successful. then our role will be to educate patients, 
their families and carers, and health professionals about 
the benefits of pulmonary rehabilitation.

  Investing in research – in 2015, the Lung Foundation 
increased its support of research by seven per cent 
compared to 2014 and is poised to grow this even more  
in 2016. in 2015 we awarded promising researchers 
more than $330,000 in research funding. 

  ground work was also laid to develop and launch a 
collaborative research initiative with the thoracic society 
of Australia and new Zealand (tsAnZ) – Lungs for Life: 
Breathing Life into Respiratory Research. 

  Investment in new support programs, including a Lung 
cancer support nurse, peer support program for those 
with idiopathic pulmonary Fibrosis, and c.o.p.e. – our 
first online copd self-management education tool, 
developed in collaboration with BupA.

As we work to finalise Lung Foundation Australia’s Annual 
report, the Australian Bureau of statistics has just released  
its most recent report, Causes of Death, Australia, 2014.

in this report, lung cancer (including trachea and bronchus) 
was listed as the fourth most common cause of death and 
chronic lower respiratory diseases (copd, occupational lung 
diseases, pulmonary hypertension and asthma) were listed 
as the fifth leading cause. if the two lung disease categories 
were added together, “lung disease” would be the second 
leading cause of death after ischaemic heart disease.

despite these stark numbers, recognition of lung disease  
in Australia is low. Funding levels for community programs, 
research and even media interest is low in the context of 
the impact of lung disease in the Australian community. in 
the many media stories that came with the release of these 
data, not once did we hear or see a reference to lung disease.

this is the challenge that has driven (and will continue to 
drive) the work of the Board and staff of Lung Foundation 
Australia.

2015 was a year of investment  
to tackle this challenge:

  Investing in awareness of 
the importance of lung health 
and symptoms of lung disease.  
the Lung Foundation’s Just 
One Breath campaign has 
grown significantly through 
social media channels. in

2016, we will take it mainstream so that a wider audience 
will hear the messages of our lung health champions, 
including James Morrison, Archie roach and christine Anu.

2015 was a year  
of investment in 

awareness, advocacy, 
research and 

support programs

Welcome to the 2015 Annual report. this report  
is presented by professor christine Jenkins, chair,  
Lung Foundation Australia and heather Allan, chief 
executive officer, Lung Foundation Australia.

The Lung Foundation’s Just One Breath 
campaign has grown significantly through 
social media channels.
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  Investing in the financial sustainability of the Lung 
Foundation by increasing our fundraising capacity.  
in 2015, we increased funds raised through donations 
and bequests by 36 per cent. in 2016, our targets are 
even more ambitious. this work is critical to meeting  
our goal of an annual contribution to research of  
$5 million by 2020. 

2015 carried with it some significant challenges for Lung 
Foundation Australia.

early in the year, funding from the department of health 
to support two important programs – Check in With Your 
Lungs (raising awareness of the symptoms of lung disease) 
and our Better Living With Your Lung Disease (a patient 
education program promoting self-management of chronic 
lung disease) came to an end. department of health Flexible 
Funding program continues to hang in the balance affecting 
not-for-profits across a wide range of disease areas. 

in May 2015, the respiratory community lost a leading  
light when Lung Foundation Australia’s chairman, dr david 
serisier, died suddenly. david was a loved clinician to his 
patients, a researcher of international standing, a mentor,  
a supportive colleague and a strong leader. one of the many 
legacies that he has left is the Australian Bronchiectasis 
registry – an international collaboration to further our 
understanding of non c-F Bronchiectasis. thanks to his 
early work and the network of dedicated researchers he had 
attracted to the project, the first patients will be included 
in this international data base in March 2016. By the end 
of 2016, it is expected that 500 Australian patients and 
their data will be included.

After david’s death, the Lung Foundation Australia Board 
appointed Mr Andrew churchill, the treasurer of the Board, 
to step in as Acting chair and to oversee the process to 
identify and appoint a new chair. in october, the Board 
announced the appointment of professor christine Jenkins 
as chair from 1 January 2016. Mr Andrew churchill was 
appointed deputy chair.

the Lung Foundation owes a debt of gratitude to Andrew 
churchill who capably led the Board during a difficult time. 
the Board of directors has provided strong leadership 
throughout the year.

  prof christine Jenkins, 
Chair

  Mr Andrew churchill, 
Deputy Chair

 Ms kathleen cummings

 prof peter Frith

supporting the Board of directors is the national council, 
an important advisory body providing considered advice 
across a wide spectrum of respiratory and thoracic oncology 
clinical care.

 A/prof Matthew peters

 A/prof Lucy Morgan

 prof kwun Fong

 prof gary Anderson

 dr James Markos

the Lung Foundation is grateful for the ongoing support 
provided by the tsAnZ who generously provides us with  
an office in their hunter street premises in the sydney cBd. 

thanks also to the staff of the Lung Foundation, particularly 
the executive Management team including chris emery, 
director of operations; elizabeth harper and kirsten phillips, 
director copd national program; and glenda colburn, 
director Lung cancer and rare Lung disease national 
program. thanks also to damon cavalchini, senior Manager 
– Lung health promotion and Mary Bishop, Fundraising 
Manager.

Finally, we would like to recognise the hundreds of community 
and clinical volunteers who generously give their time and 
expertise. 

thank you for your support in 2015 and we look forward 
to your support in 2016.

 dr christopher Worsnop

 dr peter g gibson

 dr Mark holmes

 prof christine Mcdonald

 dr nicole goh

 Mr tony hyams

 dr david Michail

 prof Martin phillips

 A/prof sarath ranganathan

Heather AllanProfessor Christine Jenkins
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major achievements 
in 2015, Lung Foundation Australia continued to build on the significant advances made in 2014. 

Just one Breath Hero Quest 
Just One Breath is both a celebration of positive health and 
wellbeing and an invitation to the wider community to think 
about the importance of healthy lungs. 

phase two of the Just One Breath 
campaign launched a search for 
Just One Breath Heroes with a 
two month social media campaign 
looking for new inspiring stories 
about what’s possible with the power 
of just one breath. We encouraged 
people to tell their story by shooting 

a short film, writing an inspirational poem, snapping a  
jaw-dropping photo, writing a song or even illustrating.  
it resulted in significant social media activity as well as 
traditional media coverage. 

the campaign attracted entries from across the country 
including an amazing variety of creative works. A grand prize, 
three people’s choice prizes and 15 highly commended 
prizes were awarded. congratulations to all our Just One 
Breath Heroes and thanks again to everyone who submitted 
an entry.

Just one Breath  
gala dinner
the Lung Foundation held our 
second Just One Breath Gala 
Dinner at the opera point 
Marquee in sydney in october. 
this fundraising event bought 
together family, friends, colleagues, 
representatives of the business 

community, sponsors and some new faces in support of 
Lung Foundation Australia. the evening raised more than 
$50,000 to provide essential services and resources for 
patients and families affected by lung disease.

Working to provide Broader Access to 
pulmonary Rehabilitation on the mBS
the campaign to provide broader access to pulmonary 
rehabilitation by having it listed on the Medical Benefits 
schedule (MBs) continued. As part of the application process, 
members of the community were invited to comment on  
the draft protocol. More than 120 pieces of feedback were 
submitted to the Medical services Advisory committee 
(MsAc) supporting our application. our campaign extended 
to federal parliamentarians to help them understand how 
pulmonary rehabilitation improves quality of life for people 
living with chronic lung disease and helps keep people out 
of hospital. 

Jill hall Mp and ken Wyatt Mp generously hosted a 
parliamentary Friends Breakfast Briefing in canberra  
in september so we could spread the word to as many 
politicians as possible. We also met Members of parliament 
in smaller face-to-face meetings to advocate for the MBs 
item numbers during this time. 

thoracic Alliance for Cancer trials launched
Lung Foundation Australia’s lung cancer research initiative, 
the Australasian Lung cancer trials group (ALtg), led the 
establishment of the thoracic Alliance for cancer trials 
(tAct) at the 16th World conference on Lung cancer in 
denver colorado in september. tAct is an international 

we LaUnCHed  
THe searCH  

for Just one 
Breath heros

$50,000

oUr seCond Just 
one Breath gala 

dinner raIsed 
More THan  
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If it wasn’t for the referral to call the Lung Foundation I would have 
continued to flounder with my symptoms. Thank you for listening,  
kindness and guidance. Lung cancer patient, Regional Australia

collaboration and its formation is the culmination of a 
two-year process involving more than 25 national and 
trans-national groups working in thoracic cancer clinical 
research. With its global reach, tAct is well-positioned to 
address the increasingly complex landscape of lung cancer 
diagnosis and novel treatment approaches by enabling  
lung cancer researchers worldwide to work together on  
joint research projects and clinical trials.

lung Cancer Support nurse
Lung Foundation Australia was successful in the 2015 
Supporting People with Cancer funding round from cancer 
Australia to establish a lung cancer support service led by  
a dedicated Lung cancer support nurse. this role provides 
clinical support and information for patients diagnosed or 
living with lung cancer in urban, rural and remote areas.  
this new position builds on the excellent service our 
information and support centre provides by offering timely 
and confidential telephone support and clinical advice to 
patients living with lung cancer, mesothelioma  
or rarer thoracic cancers and their families. 
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patient and community support
As the only national charity dedicated to supporting anyone with a lung disease, we provide  
a first point-of-call linking patients to important information and services in the community. 

lungnet news 
the number of subscribers to our quarterly newsletter 
increased by 12 per cent with 17,520 recipients now on our 
database including 5,402 now receiving eLungnet news. 

lung Health patient education Seminars
our regular patient education seminars were held once again 
with seven seminars across all states and the Act as well as 
three extra events which took place in darwin, Alice springs and 

on the gold coast. these were well 
supported with 716 people attending 
to hear presentations from guest 
speakers on topics like:

•  Managing activities of daily living

• Fitness to travel and fly

•  Medicines and their instructions: 
what they mean and are they 
important?

•  Asbestos awareness in our country

I thought the topics were really relevant – 
with lots of practical help – well done! 
Seminar attendee, Campbell Town Tasmania

information and Support Centre 
in 2015 we continued to see growth in the information  
and support centre with almost 5,600 enquiries received 

from patients, carers and health 
professionals via our freecall 
1800 number, enquiries email, 
or social media. our Lung care 
nurse provided confidential 
support, information and advice 
to telephone enquirers and 
continues to enhance the work 
of the information and support 
centre. 

ACt 
2%

Providing a national enquiry service

VIC 17%

SA 7%

tAS  
2%

nt  
2% unKnoWn  

8%

WA 6%

nSW 29%

QLd 22%

716
PeoPLe

aTTended patient 
education seminars 

5,600
enqUIrIes froM 

patients, carers 
and health 

professionals 

nUMBer of sUBsCrIBers 
To lungnet news
InCreased 12% To 17,520
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C.o.p.e. – Copd online patient education
June saw the launch of our first e-learning program for 
patients with copd and their carers. c.o.p.e. – COPD Online 
Patient Education was developed to enable patients who do 

not have access to a pulmonary 
rehabilitation program to undertake 
the educational component of the 
program online from the comfort 
of their own home and regardless 
of where they live in Australia. 
developed in conjunction with the 
BupA health Foundation, more 
than 2,300 people have used 
c.o.p.e. in the eight months since 
its launch. 

patient Voice in Copd 
ian venamore, a good friend and volunteer, represented 
Australians living with copd at public events on two separate 
occasions, eloquently advocating the benefits of pulmonary 
rehabilitation. this included our parliamentary Breakfast  
in canberra and an international patient summit in paris 
hosted by the copd global Foundation. ian shared his 
experience living with copd, promoted our resources and 
brought back interesting ideas following discussions with 
patients from other countries. We are extremely grateful for 
ian’s time and dedication and delighted that he has 
committed to doing more advocacy work in 2016. 

national Air pollution Summit
in november, Lung Foundation Australia attended the 
national Air pollution summit and Workshop in Melbourne. 
Air pollution in Australia is inadequately regulated, monitored 
and enforced and has been identified as an area of increased 
interest for Lung Foundation Australia. it has been estimated 

that each year more than 3,000 Australians die prematurely 
from urban air pollution. A recent senate committee inquiry 
concluded that despite improvements in Australian air quality 
over the last two decades, air quality is still a significant 
problem in many parts of Australia and is a key area of 
concern for people with lung conditions.

lung Cancer telephone Support groups
Lung Foundation Australia’s  
lung cancer telephone support 
group (tsg) service expanded 
in 2015 which was partly  
due to cancer council nsW 
migrating their lung cancer 
service to Lung Foundation 
Australia. We are now offering 
three telephone support group 
calls each month. every group 
call runs at capacity and the  
pool of patients using this 
support service is growing. 

our lung cancer tsgs aim to reduce the emotional burden  
on individuals living with lung cancer in urban, rural and 
remote Australia. 

ipF peer Support program
in mid-2015, Lung Foundation Australia’s idiopathic 
pulmonary Fibrosis (ipF) peer support program was launched. 
the peer-to-peer support program provides an opportunity 
for people living with ipF to connect with peer supporters who 
are living with the same disease to share their experiences 
and provide mutual support. 

Better living With your lung disease
Better Living With Your Lung Disease, our three year 
self-management project finished in June. As a result, 
several educational tools were developed to support  
people with chronic lung disease to better manage their 
condition. these included: 

•  10 short patient-centred educational videos which 
underpinned the entire self-management project

•  A Facilitator’s guide for patient support groups to 
incorporate the videos into their regular meetings 

•  A health professional kit to provide a visual resource 
to assist health professionals incorporate the videos  
and the self-management topics into their care for 
patients.

More THan
2,300
PeoPLe
Have Used C.o.P.e.

71%
foUnd THe sUPPorT 

GroUPs very useful 
and would 

recommend THe 
servICe To oTHer 

PaTIenTs
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clinical support

our online training continued to be in high demand with 
more than 630 clinicians signing up for one of our e-learning 
programs in 2015, up from 420 in 2014. the Asbestos 
related Lung disease/Mesothelioma nurse online training 
course (ArLd/MpM) accredited 
by the Australian college of nurses 
was re-evaluated and approved  
for an increase in cpd points from 
9.5 to 18. 

our online training includes:
• copd nurse online training

•  copd pharmacy online 
training

• heart Failure online training

•  Lungs in Action Full instructor training as well 
as theory training

• pulmonary rehabilitation online training

•  Asbestos related Lung disease/Mesothelioma 
nurse online training

Copd-X guidelines
Lung Foundation Australia continued to develop and maintain 

one of the most regularly updated 
copd guidelines in the world, 
The COPD-X Plan: Australian and  
New Zealand Guidelines for the 
Management of COPD. We ensure 
evidence-based revisions are 
conducted every quarter. the 
guidelines are shared with more 
than 9,000 registered users and 
the website received more than 
70,000 visits in 2015.

Copd Active learning modules
the Lung Foundation recognises the importance of  
face-to-face education for primary care health professionals 
through the delivery of workshops, conference presentations 
and trade stands. in 2015, we developed and ran a new 
hands-on Active Learning Module (ALM) for gps titled, The 
Latest in COPD Diagnosis and Management, and which is 
supported by a clinical audit for gp practices.

Lung Foundation Australia continued to support health professionals throughout 2015 by  
holding conferences, events and developing and maintaining resources including online  
training and decision-support tools.

9,000
registered copd-X 
users and More THan 

70,000 
weBsite visits

630 
clinicians signed 
UP for oUr e-LearnInG 
ProGraMs
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Asbestos/mesothelioma Health  
professional Workshops
Lung Foundation Australia worked with the Asbestos safety 
and eradication Agency (AseA) to develop, manage and deliver 
a national asbestos-related lung 
disease including mesothelioma 
educational workshops for health 
professionals. We delivered 28 
workshops throughout Australia 
including regional and remote 
locations reaching an audience 
of 600 health professionals.

Australian Rare lung disease Short Course
Lung Foundation Australia hosted the second biennial 
Australian Rare Lung Disease Short Course (ArLdsc) 
in sydney in october. the ArLdsc program consisted of 
scientific and clinical presentations from leading Australian 
and new Zealand voices in rare lung disease and presentations 
by international keynote speaker, professor kevin Flaherty 
from the university of Michigan, usA. 

the event was well attended by 148 health professionals. 
We also added a successful patient education seminar, which 
attracted 70 patients and carers, some of whom travelled 
from across the country to attend.

28 worKsHoPs
THroUGHoUT aUsTraLIa 
reaCHInG

 600
HeaLTH ProfessIonaLs
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research

Last year, we increased our investment in research to almost 
a quarter of our total expenditure, increasing our investment 
by seven per cent to more than $1.4 million. this included 
our funding support of research awards as well as our funding 
of research infrastructure, including clinical trials groups and 
two registries.

over the past 25 years, we have directly invested almost  
$11 million in research. An additional $7.5 million of research 
funding has been generated through lung cancer clinical 
trials administered by the Australasian Lung cancer trials 
group (ALtg).

in 2015 we received 64 excellent applications across 16 
different research awards, and provided promising researchers 
more than $330,000 to support their work. 

  Lung Foundation Australia / A Menarini Australia CoPd 
travel Grant 2015

 Primary Care and/or Rural/
Remote – Mr richard parsons

 Young Investigator 
– Ms Melisa Lau

research has been identified by the Board of the Lung Foundation as a key priority area for growth.

over $1million InvesTed 
InTo research platforms In 2015

dr katherine Baines will research the benefits and costs of 
home-based pulmonary rehabilitation in copd. katie is a 
post-doctoral researcher in the department of respiratory  
and sleep Medicine, hunter Medical research institute,  
and the priority research centre for Asthma and respiratory 
disease, the university of newcastle. the fellowship is now 
in its 20th year with almost $2 million awarded to recipients 
during that time.

kanika Jetmalani’s project will focus on detecting smokers 
at risk of developing copd.

lung Foundation Australia congratulates  
our 2015 research award winners:

  Lung Foundation Australia / Boehringer Ingelheim CoPd 
Research Fellowship 2015/2016 – dr katherine Baines

   Lung Foundation Australia / A Menarini Australia CoPd 
Research top-up Grant 2015 – Ms kanika Jetmalani

Presented by Wes Cook, Boehringer Ingelheim and Dr David Serisier, 
Chair, Lung Foundation Australia.

Presented by Julie Ellis, A Menarini and Dr David Serisier, Chair,  
Lung Foundation Australia. 
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Research platforms
in addition to the direct funding provided to researchers  
in the form of awards, grants, and scholarships, we also  
fund important research platforms. Last year we invested 
$1,005,596 an increase of almost $171,000 over 2014. 

these platforms include our lung cancer trials groups (ALtg 
and tAct), and our ipF and bronchiectasis registries. 

lung Cancer trials groups
2015 was a year of growth and momentum 
for the Lung Foundation’s lung cancer 
research initiative, Australasian Lung 
cancer trials group (ALtg). We reached 
our key milestone of 500 clinical members. 
We also started several new trials, engaged 
in activities to translate research into 
practice and raise awareness of the unmet 
need in lung cancer research.

expanding on the work done by ALtg, in september we 
launched the thoracic Alliance for cancer trials (tAct),  
a unique international collaboration that, with its global  
reach, will ensure lung cancer researchers worldwide are  
able to work together on research programs and clinical  
trials. tAct’s worldwide network provides an opportunity  
to ensure that research can be conducted efficiently in an 
increasingly complex landscape as the understanding of lung 
cancer evolves and new treatment approaches are developed.

the inaugural ALtg preceptorship in Lung cancer was held 
in sydney in April. Forty-nine advanced trainees and junior 
consultants engaged in an intensive, interactive learning 
program. this will be an annual event.

idiopathic pulmonary Fibrosis Registry
the depth of data collected by the Australian idiopathic 
pulmonary Fibrosis (ipF) registry on the more than 630 
participants continued to increase. this comprehensive data 
collection, together with the linked biobank with blood samples 
collected from many of these participants, has proven to be 
of strong interest to researchers and research funders. 

Biobank samples and registry data are being shared under a 
collaborative international study with the university of colorado. 
this global biobank will be used to examine genetic factors 
contributing to ipF. 

Australian Bronchiectasis Registry
dr Lucy Morgan was appointed as the chair of the Australian 
Bronchiectasis registry which has recently received ethical 
clearance. Following ethics approval, the consortium received 
permission from the department of human services to access 
Medicare and pBs data. By combining this data, we can 
provide researchers a rare and exceptional opportunity to learn 
more about healthcare utilisation and costs associated with 
bronchiectasis as well as access to patient behaviours and 
outcomes. 

  Lung Foundation 
Australia / Australian 
Cochrane Airways Group 
Scholarship 2015 

  Lung Foundation 
Australia / A Menarini 
Australia CoPd travel 
Grant 2015

 nursing or Allied Health 
– Ms rebecca disler

Ms samantha garginer

  Lung Foundation Australia / Ivan Cash Research 
Grant-in-Aid 2015 – dr helen Jo

  Lung Foundation Australia / Lizotte Family Research 
Award 2015 – A/prof Anne holland

  Lung Foundation Australia / Ludwig engel Grant 
for Physiological Research 2015 – A/prof professor 
david Johns

  Lung Foundation Australia / LCCG Grant-in-Aid for 
Lung Cancer Research – Anna tierney

  Lung Foundation Australia / Ivan Cash Research 
Grant-in-Aid Award – dr helen Jo

Lung Foundation Australia would like to acknowledge  
the four Universities currently partnering with us to 
undertake PhD Scholarships in Lung cancer research. 
Lung Foundation leveraged funds received in memory 
of Mr Neville Bantoft. The Lung Foundation provides 
$15,000 per year, per scholarship over a three year  
period with each university matching these funds. 

The four research institutes supporting these PhD  
Scholarships are:

•  The University of Queensland Thoracic research centre 

• University of Tasmania 

• Edith cowan University 

• Federation University Australia

500
clinical 

memBers
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spreading the  
message

Website and Social 
media growth
the Lung Foundation Australia 
website continued to attract strong 
levels of activity, with more than 
207,000 sessions in 2015. our 
clinical resources saw more than 
103,000 page views in 2015 and 
our combined patient resource 
pages were accessed more than 
170,000 times. the Lung health 
checklist usage also remained 
strong with more than 30,000 
people checking in with their 
lungs and taking the two minute 
checklist online. 

Lung Foundation Australia social 
networks on Facebook, twitter and 
instagram helped us communicate 
messages about our upcoming 
events, campaigns, information 
and resources. the Lung 
Foundation Australia Facebook 
page continued to grow with an 
18 per cent increase in followers 
over 2014. our Just One Breath 
and Lung cancer network Australia 
Facebook pages as well as our 
instagram and twitter accounts 
also saw an increase in followers. 

pneumonia Awareness Week
our national campaign for pneumonia Awareness Week  
was themed Lungs4Life and ran from 17 – 24 May. it was 
designed to raise community awareness of pneumococcal 
pneumonia among at-risk groups, including those aged 65 
years and older, and the importance of protecting against 
pneumonia, including vaccination. 

the campaign attracted extensive support from the professional 
community, with representation from leading pneumococcal 
experts nation-wide.

Quit4october
Quit4october was a month-long campaign encouraging people 
to quit smoking with the support of their health professional.

the initiative was piloted in four areas across Australia 
including Ballarat (victoria), toowoomba (QLd), dubbo and 
ryde (nsW) and received extensive media coverage with  
32 traditional media pieces of coverage reaching a potential 
audience of 1.32 million.

Lung Foundation Australia Facebook Followers 
2013 - 2015

Shine a light on lung Cancer 
during international Lung cancer Awareness Month in 
november, Lung Foundation Australia supported the shine 
a Light on lung cancer awareness events. More than 30 
diverse events held around the country, double those held 
in 2014. these included information stands in hospitals, 
community walks, a fun run, morning or afternoon teas, 
cake stalls and many more hosted by patients, their carers 
and health professionals. these events raised more than 
$42,000 which will go directly to fund lung cancer research.

Ja
n

0

1,000

2,000

3,000

4,000

5,000

6,000

Fe
b

M
ar

A
pr

M
ay Ju
n

Ju
l

A
ug Se
p

o
ct

n
ov

d
ec

 2015

 2014

 2013

More THan  

207K
weBsITe 
sessIons In 2015

More THan  

103K
PaGe vIews  
of clinical 
resources

our faceBook page 
ConTInUed To Grow

wITH an  
InCrease In

foLLowers To 

5,978 
18%

12

Advocacy  Awareness  education  support  research

Lung Foundation Australia



research shows people who achieved their goal of being 
smoke free for 31 days were at least five times more likely to 
become a permanent ex-smoker. central to the pilot program 
was an interactive website where they could gather information 
about quitting smoking, conduct a virtual lung health check 
and download a checklist to support their conversations with 
their gp or pharmacist.

in addition, people were encouraged to share their Quit4october 
journey on social media by tagging and uploading inspiring 
photos of how quitting smoking positively impacted their lives.

80 per cent of participants who responded to our post campaign 
survey quit smoking in october, with 50 per cent of them going 
on to remain smoke free since the end of the campaign.

Have the CHAt
our Have the CHAT pilot campaign, supported by AstraZeneca, 
helped patients who have copd recognise the early symptoms 
of an exacerbation. targeting six geographical regions, we 
engaged whole communities by involving primary health 
networks, hospitals, health professionals and community 
organisations like clubs and libraries. More than 800 
general practitioners (gps) in nearly 250 gp practices 
signed up to ‘chat’ to their patients about recognising and 
managing the onset of exacerbations. 

Fundraising
We continued to receive outstanding support from 
communities across Australia raising funds and awareness 
on our behalf. Whether it was a large fundraiser, a cake 
stall or a walk to fly the flag, we thank you all for your 
support.

the 2015 tax Appeal was a success, raising more than 
$36,000 up from the $20,000 in 2014. For the first time, 
we sent a direct mail to our supporter base, encouraging 
them to donate and help people living with a lung disease. 
We extend our thanks to sian gleeson for allowing us to 
share her story. We saw improved results across the board 
with more donors in 2015, 372 people contributed to the 
appeal, compared with 280 last year. the average donation 
in 2015 was $97 per person, compared with $73 per 
person in 2014. 

in addition to the Lung Foundation’s annual tax Appeal,  
we ran a more extensive christmas Appeal, focusing on the 
story of Brett torcetti and his family. this was sent out in 
late 2015. We would like to extend our sincere thanks to 
Brett for allowing us to share his story and for helping us  
to raise almost $22,000. this superceded a 47 per cent 
increase in donations over the christmas Appeal in 2014.

World Copd day
World copd day in 2015 was our biggest year yet.  
We had 350 events registered across Australia which  
was a significant 45 per cent increase on 2014. people 
participated from all over, staging events from walks to 
cupcake stalls, all working to raise awareness of copd. 
More than 500 copd packs were distributed including 
educational resources to health professionals and 
community groups across the country. 
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volunteers

As you have read throughout our report hundreds of volunteers 
generously donate their time to Lung Foundation Australia 
activities throughout the year which significantly helps Lung 
Foundation Australia achieve our goal to make lung health  
a priority for all. 

in 2015, we conducted a survey  
to find out exactly how much time 
is generously contributed by our 
volunteers. We found that they 
collectively donated more than 
9,250 hours. this translates into 
230 working weeks, more than  
four years of donated time!

Whether our volunteers are a member 
of our committees, assisting with our 

Lungnet program or helping out with events, their continued 
contribution to the success of the Lung Foundation is very 
much appreciated.

the information and support centre particularly acknowledges 
the time and effort devoted by the Lungnet news volunteer 
team. once again, they took on and completed the task of 
labelling and mailing all four editions of the newsletter, as well 
as collating education day invitations and advertising material 
to accompany it. 

For almost 10 years we have been privileged to have the 
services of eileen perry who has generously volunteered her 
time for two days a week. eileen is a valuable member of  
the Lung Foundation team and her commitment is greatly 
appreciated.

Lung Foundation Australia relies on the guidance and expertise 
of the clinical committees (all of whom are cited on the previous 
pages). thank you. 
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our volunteers 
donaTed More THan  

9,250
HOUrS
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vale

dr. david Serisier
dr. david serisier, chair of  
Lung Foundation Australia, died 
suddenly and unexpectedly on 30 
May 2015. david was 45 years 
old. Lung Foundation Australia, 
the respiratory community and 
patients lost a respected clinician 
and leader, a researcher of 
international standing, a mentor, 
a supportive colleague, a trusted 
doctor, and a friend. david’s family 

lost the father to hugo, charlotte and henry, the husband 
to elaine and son to tissa and Bruce serisier.

david was a respiratory physician at Mater Adult hospital 
in Brisbane and held an Associate professorship with the 
university of Queensland. his chosen areas of practice and 
research focused on bronchiectasis and cystic fibrosis as 
well as infectious disease.

At his funeral, david’s friend and mentor, dr simon Bowler, 
paid tribute to his extraordinary achievements in a career cut 
short. he had been a major investigator in a large number of 
pharmaceutical trials in both cystic fibrosis and bronchiectasis 
as well as other infectious diseases. his involvement in 
international trials had allowed cystic fibrosis patients to get 
early access to exciting new drugs for this condition.

in the last nine years, he was the primary author of 31 papers 
published in peer reviewed journals and twice that number  
of abstracts and presentations. he was a member of the 
editorial board of the revered international medical journal 
Lancet Respiratory.

in 2006, he became the treasurer of the thoracic society  
of Australia and new Zealand (tsAnZ). simultaneously, he 
was on the Board and then vice-president of cystic Fibrosis 
Australia. in 2012, he joined the Board of Lung Foundation 
Australia and became chair shortly after that, succeeding 
long-time Board chair, dr Bob edwards. david’s leadership  
of the Lung Foundation was energetic and visionary.

he was committed to developing a research strategy, the 
purpose of which was to galvanise the respiratory community 
behind a common and aspirational research goal. this work 
was in its infancy. he wanted to ignite the community’s 
imagination about what is possible with research. he also 
felt strongly that we should support early career researchers 
– to attract the brightest young researchers into respiratory 
and keep them.

david’s other passion during his chairmanship of Lung 
Foundation Australia was to establish an international registry 
of patients diagnosed with bronchiectasis. the purpose of 
the registry is to facilitate collaborative international research 
into this relatively common condition with no known cure. 
he is greatly missed.

Lung Foundation Australia acknowledges all of those who were lost to lung disease.

Ian Mills
ian was the tasmanian copd patient Advocate group 
member and sadly passed on 31 March 2015. ian was  
an active member of the group and a passionate advocate 
for lung disease. 

Helen Bill 
helen was one of the founding members of the pink panters 
and was co-chair for the last 10 years and lost her battle with 
copd in April aged 81 years. helen volunteered tirelessly to 
support others with chronic lung disease.

Geoff Bicknell
geoff Bicknell, former leader of the sWiLs patient support 
group in Bunbury, Western Australia passed in June 2015. 
geoff, who had copd, was generous with his time, both in 
supporting others with respiratory conditions and advocating  
for respiratory health within the wider community.

dean Sherry 
dean was the Adelaide copd patient Advocate group member 
and sadly passed in July 2015. dean enjoyed his volunteer 
work and engagement with the Lung Foundation and was 
excited about his involvement in the copd advocacy and 
awareness campaigns.

Ross William Lloyd
ross was diagnosed with copd in March 2010 which was 
followed by a subsequent diagnosis of pulmonary fibrosis. his 
health quickly deteriorated but, in May 2013, he received the 
gift of life – a double lung transplant. Following his transplant, 
ross became a passionate advocate for the work of Lung 
Foundation Australia and was chair of copd patient 
Advocate group.

Also sadly missed by lung Foundation Australia
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Summary Financial Statement  
for the year ended 31 December 2015

the unaudited summary financial statement has been prepared for presentation in the 2015 Annual report of Lung Foundation 
Australia for the year ended 31 december 2015. it has been prepared on an accruals basis and is based on historical costs 
modified by the revaluation of financial assets and financial liabilities for which the fair value basis of accounting has been applied.

the unaudited summary financial statement, not including the graphical representation at the bottom of this page, has been 
derived from the audited financial report for the year ended 31 december 2015, which has been passed by the Board of 
directors, who are responsible for the preparation and presentation of the financial report and the information that is contained 
therein. the graphical representation at the bottom of this page has been derived from the management accounts prepared for 
the Board and are included to provide additional information regarding the sources of our revenue and the areas upon which 
our funds have been expended. 

the unaudited summary financial statement is not a financial report in accordance with the Australian Charities and Not-for-
profit Commission Act 2012, and as such, reading the summary financial statement is not a substitute for reading the audited 
financial report of Lung Foundation Australia for the year ended 31 december 2015. Members of Lung Foundation Australia 
are able to obtain a full financial report, directors report and auditors report by contacting Lung Foundation Australia, po Box 
1949, Milton QLd 4064.

Statement of Profit or Loss and Other comprehensive Income .................................... 19

Statement of Financial Position ............................................................................. 20

Statement of cash Flows ...................................................................................... 20
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2015 $ 2014 $
Continuing operations
revenue from projects 3,555,004 4,312,555

revenue from donations and bequests 724,634 467,394

revenue from specifically designated funds 246,609 313,116

other income 634,403 588,693

total revenue and other income from continuing operations 5,160,650 5,681,758

project expenses (3,555,004) (4,312,554)

specifically designated fund expenses (246,609) (313,116)

other expenses (1,588,361) (1,198,283)

Surplus/(deficit) from continuing operations before finance income (229,324) (142,195)

Finance income 63,406 86,750

net surplus/(deficit) (165,918) (55,445)

other comprehensive income
items that may be reclassified subsequently to profit or loss:

Fair value gains/(losses) on available-for-sale financial assets (42,403) 28,455

total comprehensive income / (loss) (208,321) (26,990)

net surplus/(deficit) for the year is attributable to:

non-controlling interest  -  -

Members (165,918) (55,445)

(165,918) (55,445)

total comprehensive income for the year is attributable to:

non-controlling interest  -  -

Members (208,321) (26,990)

(208,321) (26,990)

2015 $ 2014 $
impact of investment in Research Awards from Reserves (unaudited)
net deficit per statement of profit or Loss and other comprehensive income (165,918) (55,445)

Less payments made with respect to research Award income received in prior years (99,136) (66,750)

Adjusted net surplus / (deficit) (66,782) 11,305

Statement of profit or loss  
and other Comprehensive income  
For the year ended 31 December 2015

Prior to 31 December 2013, Lung Foundation Australia had a 
specifically designated reserve which represented funds that had 
been set aside from retained earnings for specific research award 
payments that would be made in future financial periods. Effective 
1 January 2014, the balance of the specifically designated 
reserve was transferred into Opening retained Earnings. For all 
future research award payments that are made from the funds 
that formed a part of the specifically designated reserve prior to  

1 January 2014, the impact of these research award payments 
is not able to be offset by an allocation of the specifically 
designated reserve into revenue. Hence, revenue was recognised 
when it was received and expenditure related to these research 
rewards is only recognised when incurred, which may be in a 
subsequent financial year. The following reconciliation illustrates 
the impact these research award expenses have had on the 
financial results for the last two years.

impact of Research Awards (unaudited)
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2015 $ 2014 $
Current assets
cash and cash equivalents 1,450,465 1,537,023
receivables 496,856 476,109
inventories 7,348 22,491
Financial assets 1,406,108 1,748,771

total current assets 3,360,777 3,784,394

non-current assets
Financial Assets 1,178,729 651,254
property, plant and equipment 159,467 180,506
intangible assets 53,031 89,000

total non-current assets 1,391,227 920,760

total assets 4,752,004 4,705,154

Current liabilities
payables 2,171,894 1,890,503
employee benefits 190,680 185,810

total current liabilities 2,362,574 2,076,313

non-current liabilities
payables 58,444 62,644
employee benefits 65,208 92,098

total non-current liabilities 123,652 154,742

total liabilities 2,486,226 2,231,055

net assets 2,265,778 2,474,099

equity
retained earnings 2,263,181 2,429,099

Available-for-sale financial assets reserve 2,597 45,000

total equity 2,265,778 2,474,099

Statement of Financial position 
As at 31 December 2015

2015 $ 2014 $
Cash flows from operating activities
receipts from operating activities 5,968,659 6,752,277

dividends received 60,696 15,909
interest received 65,274 93,311
payments for operating activities (5,926,472) (6,807,884)

net cash flows from operating activities 168,157 53,613

Cash flows from investing activities
investing in term deposits  -  (1,748,771)
proceeds from term deposits  382,380  -  
Acquisition of securities and equities (609,595) (758,396)
proceeds from sale of securities and equities  -  347,518
proceeds from sale of plant and equipment  -  1,523
Acquisition of plant and equipment (17,000) (16,980)
Acquisition of intangible assets (10,500) (89,000)

net cash flows used in investing activities (254,715) (2,264,106)

net increase/(decrease) in cash and cash equivalents held (86,558) (2,210,493)

Cash and cash equivalents at the beginning of the financial year 1,537,023 3,747,516

Cash and cash equivalents at the end of the financial year 1,450,465 1,537,023

Statement of Cash Flows 
For the year ended 31 December 2015
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looking ahead… plans for 2016

our objectives for growth are:

 to provide support to more patients

 to provide support across a wider range of disease areas

  to work with health professionals across the healthcare 
continuum to ensure they have access to the most 
up-to-date evidence-based recommendations for care

  to encourage the wider community to think about 
their lung health and to make decisions that promote 
healthy lungs

  to support research that improves outcomes for those 
with lung disease

the priorities driving our work for 2016 include:

1.  investment in research – the Board has made a 
commitment to increasing our contributions to research  
over the coming five years 

•  By 2020, we aim to have an annual contribution 
of $5 million – supporting research awards and  
our research platforms (all of which have produced 
excellent research outcomes over the years and will 
continue to do so)

•  We will be working collaboratively with the thoracic 
society of Australia and new Zealand (tsAnZ) to 
achieve this aim

•  We will increase the amount of matching funds we
can attract from the university sector to make our 
contributions go further

•  We will be actively working with government and 
philanthropic organisations to encourage their support  
of lung research 

2.  investment in awareness of the importance of lung health 

•  the next phase of our Just One Breath campaign will 
be announced in 2016 with a new partnership that we 
are very excited about. so watch this space

• Lung Health Awareness Month will be bigger than ever

•  Quit4october – For the second year, we will support 
a smoking cessation program in october. Building on 
our pilot of 2015, we will be rolling this program out to 
more regional centres with national support on-line

• A new program in air quality

3.  investment in advocacy – Lung Foundation Australia 
will speak out regularly on issues of importance including 
protecting lung health. reducing the impact of those 
affected by lung disease and the relative under-funding 
of respiratory research

•  Changing the Face of Lung Cancer is a program that 
aims to reduce the stigma associated with lung cancer 
and start to educate patients about the changing treatment 
landscape

•  Improving outcomes for lung cancer patients – At the 
Australian Lung cancer conference (18-20 August in 
Melbourne), we will launch a position statement on 
areas for improvement in the identification, diagnosis 
and management of lung cancer

•  Wider access to pulmonary rehabilitation – We continue 
to work with the department of health on widening access 
to pulmonary rehabilitation through funding on the Medical 
Benefits schedule

4.  investing in fundraising capacity – to achieve what we 
have planned over the coming years and, in particular,  
to meet our objective of increased funding into research, 
we need to invest in our capacity to raise funds in the 
community. Watch for the following events:

•  Just One Breath Cycle Challenge – 26 August, Brisbane 

•  Just One Breath Gala Dinner at the Museum of 
contemporary Art – 22 october, sydney 

•  Love Your Lungs Fun Run and Walk – 27 november, 
Melbourne event and national virtual event

lung Foundation Australia: ensuring lung 
health is a priority for all in Australia

As was the case for 2015, 2016 will be a further year of investment in the growth  
of Lung Foundation Australia.

promoting  
lung Health

Supporting those  
with lung disease 
and their carers

promoting early 
diagnosis of  
lung disease

promoting  
equitable access 

to evidence-based
care

improving patient 
outcomes

Supporting  
quality research
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