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The impact of Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease (COPD)

651 deaths in 2023 Cause of more deaths than diabetes

years of life potentially lost Early diagnosis and timely intervention
1 609 in 2023 can slow disease progression
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Lung cancer is SA’s leading cause of cancer death,
but lacks support compared to other common cancers
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Developed Feb 2025. Data on long-term respiratory diseases and smoking status are from 2022. Data on employment industry are from 2021. For further information, please contact
advocacy(@lungfoundation.com.au.



